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HOW JOHNNY DOING? 


SAMUEL HAYES, 


ONE THE FIRST questions asked 
Visiting parent. question often asked 
principal basis for his semiannual 
report the homes the pupils. good 
question for teacher ask the fall about 
the pupils she had her grade the year 
before and for teacher ask the spring 
concerning the pupils who will promoted 
her grade after the summer vacation. Ac- 
curate records indicating detail just how 
well her pupils have done date would 
very great help teacher new the 
school, who must face roomful young 
strangers. 

Perhaps the first response 
would give our question would string 
descriptive adjectives intended char- 
acterize Johnny’s work somewhat vaguely, 
with due regard parental pride and the 

this article, Dr. Samuel Hayes, director the 
Department Personnel and Research Perkins In- 
stitution, shows how the recently offered percentile 


tables for the Stanford Achievement tests may used 
answer the age-old query: Johnny Doing?” 


teacher’s future relationship with Johnny 
case her words are quoted him 


pressed for more explicit answer, would 


certainly the case the questioner were 
another teacher the principal the school, 
our teacher would probably open drawer, 
take out her little red book, and evaluate 
Johnny’s attainment terms letter grades 
per cents for the different subjects Johnny 


been studying, emphasizing any tend- 


encies improvement backsliding 
recent weeks. standard achievement tests 


been used the school, more detailed 


and accurate picture Johnny’s status can 


given, for scores various subjects can 


cited and Johnny’s strong and weak points 
indicated reference charts. these 
scores have also been transformed into per- 


centiles, the teacher can still further and 


show just how Johnny stands comparison 
with other pupils his age and grade, and 
how and the other pupils his grade com- 
pare with thousands pupils all over the 
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country who have taken standard achieve- 
ment tests. 

Fortunately considerable number 
schools for the blind now use standard tests 
pretty regularly, our teacher may well 
have her record book Johnny’s scores 
the ten subjects covered the Stanford 
Achievement and other batteries tests. And 
our teacher may have profile chart for 
Johnny that she can show glance 
how well how poorly has done each 
subject, well his average for the whole 
series, and compare his attainment with the 
average scores for his grade and with the 
standards attained seeing children with 
these same tests. She may even have his 


record for the tests Johnny took the year 


before, drawn another color the profile 
chart. She should certainly have his age 
recorded the chart, along with some indica- 
tion his native mental ability, such his 
latest mental age, his rank mental age 
his grade. With such data hand she 
can make fairly detailed statement like the 
following: “Johnny doing pretty well with 
braille this year. tests little above the 
reading standards for his grade, has 
evidently not been handicapped taking 
these group tests braille. But active 
boy who does not read very much outside the 
schoolroom. This perhaps explains why his 
vocabulary little below average and why 
did not get higher score the Literature 
Test, which this year was based upon 
good many books which have not used 
this school. Perhaps had better revise 
our reading lists for next year. Johnny also 
bit weak Language Usage, though 
has improved over his score for last year. 
This deficiency may due his home 
environment where hears only Italian and 
broken English when visits his family over 
week ends. Johnny has quite flair for 
number work and the first give 
the answers our mental arithmetic. This 
superiority reflected his high scores 
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the Arithmetic Reasoning Test; and 
the seeing norms Arithmetic Computa- 
tion, the test which makes the most trouble 
for blind children. has always enjoyed our 
map work was not surprised see his 
good score geography. tests slightly 
below his grade level history, perhaps 
cause does little outside reading: but 
about the grade level elementary 
science. His spelling continues poor, but 
better than was last year. the whole, 
should say that Johnny good average 
pupil, doing just about what one might 
reasonably expect boy whose Binet In- 
telligence Test indicates that has 
about 100. really much better pupil 
than William, who has unusual mind but 
lazy and irregular his work. think 
that Johnny might progress pretty regularly 
through the school, one grade per year.” 

much more exact and illuminating 
ture pupil’s status any time, and 
his progress from year year, may 
tained transforming his achievement scores 
into percentiles, for the use percentiles 
makes possible tell just how well 
child doing any time, and show his 
progress from year year, regardless the 
particular test used. Tables percentile 
norms, based upon the results obtained 
through testing very large numbers seeing 
children, can found the inkprint 
uals for the tests recently adapted for 
with the blind: the Otis-Orleans Standard 
Graduation Examination, the Myers-Ruch 
High School Progress Test, and the 
Harry High School Achievement Test. Such 
tables have not the manual for 
the Stanford Achievement Test, have 
prepared the following table from 
kindly provided the publishers. 

The meaning this table and its use may 
scores. Johnny the fifth grade and 
score geography. Looking the ver 
tical column for grade 5.2, see that 
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the same horizontal line with 
percentile 70. This means that geog- 
raphy Johnny tests well better than 
per cent the fifth grade children who 
have taken this test, actually 8,396 seeing 
pupils, according the authors the test. 
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PERCENTILE NORMS FOR THE STANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TEST, Forms D-H 


213 
have good grade; majority get per- 
centiles below 50, have poor grade, and 
our educational efforts must modified 
fit the situation. may compare children 
from the same family who are located 
different grades. Johnny’s sister the 


(Based modal-age scores when testing done between October and November 15) 


Grades 4.2 5.2 
Percentiles 


literature his score 46. Locating this 
score the column for 5.2, find the 
same horizontal level percentile 40, 
may say that literature Johnny tests 
only well per cent fifth grade 
pupils, there being per cent who better 
than does. reading his score 50, 
entitling him percentile 50, which 
the median score for fifth grade pupils: 
Johnny reads better than the lower per 
cent and not well the upper per cent. 

With table like this, scores may trans- 
formed into percentiles which tell im- 
mediately how good pupil regardless 
grade test. through the years pupil’s 
percentiles are always about 50, now little 
above, and now little below, and has 
advanced regularly one grade per year, 
obviously average pupil; pupil’s 
percentiles are consistently high, 
superior pupil; his percentiles are con- 
sistently low, poor pupil. Similarly 
may compare grades: find more 
than half the pupils grade six getting 
large proportion percentiles above 50, 


6.2 8.2 9.2 


seventh grade getting percentiles under 50, 
she not good pupil is; and her 
native ability equal his, indicated 
Binet Intelligence Test, the reason for her 
failure attainment should certainly 
sought. 

But most important all, percentiles bridge 
the chasm between the scores made tests 
the elementary school and those given 
the high school. Suppose have just used 
the Myers-Ruch High School Progress Test 
with our seniors, who have not taken 
achievement test since they entered the high 
school. studying over the scores find 
some percentiles and some percentiles 
the test the social studies, that 
science. look back our records and 
discover high and low percentiles for 
same pupils the Stanford Achievement 
Tests social studies elementary science, 
which these pupils took the eighth 
ninth grade. continuity achievement 
once becomes apparent. fact gives 
confidence the new high school test 
find satisfactory correlation between the 
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tests higher level and those given 
the elementary Schools which began 
with the first five forms the Stanford 
Achievement Test (forms 
and then went with the new forms 
may trace pupil’s whole 
school history means his percentiles, 
plotting his progress through the grades 
means his Stanford 
centiles; showing his readiness for high school 
work means his percentiles the 
Otis-Orleans Standard Graduation Examina- 
tion; and his success high school from his 
percentiles the new tests now available 
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the American Printing House, the brief 
Myers-Ruch High School Progress Test, and 
the extensive and detailed Sones-Harry High 
School Achievement 

longer necessary guess about 
Johnny, report his status and progress 
vague generalities. can say definitely 
how well has done each grade date, 
terms which give ready means com- 
parison with the attainment thousands 
other children; and can call percentiles 
our aid for educational and vocational guid- 
ance, using past attainment significant 
factor prognosis the future. 


INCOME TAX DEDUCTION PERMITTED BLIND PEOPLE 


recent amendment the income tax 
law, blind person, addition the personal 
exemption, the credit for dependents, and all 
other allowable deductions, permitted 
take special deduction from his gross in- 
come $500 reason his blindness. 
the case joint return, both husband 
and wife are blind individuals, deduction 
$1000 allowable. the case seeing 
person with blind spouse, when joint re- 
turn made, the $500 deduction may taken 
for the spouse even though such spouse has 
income. 

blind person has been defined in- 
dividual whose central visual acuity does not 
exceed 20/200 the better eye with correct- 
ing lenses, whose visual acuity greater 


than 20/200 but accompanied 


tion the fields vision such that the 
widest diameter the visual field subtends 
angle greater than degrees. the tax- 
payer totally blind, that is, cannot dis- 
tinguish light from darkness, should attach 
statement his return setting forth such 
fact. If, however, has some vision, must 
submit with his return certificate from 
physician skilled the diseases the eye 


registered optometrist showing detail 
the condition his eyes the status de- 
termination date. person loses his sight 
during the taxable year, his eye condition 
the first day July that year will determine 
whether not eligible for the special 
deduction. 

The law does not permit the employer 
blind person allow for this $500 deduction 
calculating the amount tax withheld. 
This will make necessary for the blind per- 
son wishing receive the benefit the $500 
deduction make special income tax re- 
port the close the taxable year, where- 
upon will due time receive refund 
from the Federal government. 

This special deduction for the blind does 
not apply any taxable year preceding Jan- 
uary 1944. 

For further advice this subject, one 
should make inquiry the Office the Col- 
lector Internal Revenue his community. 
The American Foundation for the Blind will 
glad send upon request the official 
regulation the Commissioner Internal 
Revenue governing this clause the income 
tax law. 
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SOCIAL CASE WORK AND VOCATIONAL 
REHABILITATION 


LEONORE YOUNG GAY 


THE COMMON OBJECTIVE both social 
case work and vocational rehabilitation 
enable clients lead full, normal, active lives 
enriched the satisfactions self-expression 
and service others, bringing with sense 
achievement, self-respect, and the respect 
others. Both fields service have recog- 
nized that, while possible attain some 
these satisfactions other ways, for the 
great majority Americans most these 
satisfactions are associated with economic 
independence. Economic 
usually attained through suitable employment 
and, its best, suitable employment brings 
opportunities for many other sources satis- 
faction, both tangible 

There are numerous definitions for the 
terms “Social Case Work” and “Vocational 
Rehabilitation,” both which are featured 
the title this article. From among them 
have selected the following: 


Social case work shares with other 
processes the field social work the com- 
mon purpose directing positive influences 
toward the well-being the individual and 
the betterment the social order which 
lives. (Social Work Yearbook, 1941.) 


Mrs. Leonore Young Gay has been administrator 
the Bureau for the Blind, Rhode Island State Department 
Social Welfare, since 1938. Previously she was super- 
visor the City Providence under the State Unem- 
Relief Program, position which she held for 

years. Before that she was placement secretary 
the for the Handicapped, Providence Com- 
munity Fund private agency. 


The terms “vocational rehabilitation” 
and “rehabilitation services” are used inter- 
changeably mean “any services necessary 
render disabled individual fit engage 
remunerative occupation,” defined 
the Barden-La Follette Act. 


the historical backgrounds the fields 
social case work and vocational rehabilita- 
tion, but since their development has been 
quite different, brief resume may appro- 
priate. 

Private organizations interested special 
groups handicapped people undoubtedly 
laid the foundation for the vocational rehabili- 
tation program this country establishing 
independent sheltered workshops several 
urban areas, few such shops existed 
New England, the Middle Atlantic, and Mid- 
western portions the country the turn 
the century, and their numbers have in- 
creased. 

During the last world war public concern 
for the disabled veterans reached beyond 
provision for the veterans themselves 
those crippled and disabled through indus- 
trial accidents and from ail other causes. Few 
states had programs vocational rehabilita- 
tion before 1920, when June Congress 
passed, and the President signed, “An Act 
provide for the promotion vocational re- 
habilitation persons disabled industry 
otherwise, and their return civil em- 
ployment.” Federal funds were made available 
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through the Office Education any 
state which had which created satisfactory 
program vocational rehabilitation, reim- 
bursing state expenditures the extent 
per cent. Leadership and supervision were 
provided through the Office Educa- 
tion, and most states the program has been 
administered the State Department 
Education. 

Since the program Vocational Rehabili- 
tation was pioneer Federal social legisla- 
tion, not surprising that its scope was 
circumscribed and that appropriations were 
small. The Federal limitations under which 
operated for over twenty years were often 
curtailed still further the indifference 
state legislatures, many which appro- 
priated funds far below the amounts available 
them from the Federal government 
matching basis. Some states failed set 
any program for years. 

Federal funds were not available match 
expenditures for “physical restoration,” for 
medical care was still considered local func- 
tion. For the same reason, few states de- 
veloped programs physical restoration in- 
dependently. 

Ten years industrial depression did 
nothing stimulate the program. The Na- 
tional Rehabilitation Association, organized 
1923, whose membership includes not only 
personnel actually engaged the work, but 
educators, industrial leaders, and lay persons 
interested the program, found hard 
make progress against labor market which 
had openings for even the best trained. 
When the Federal Security Agency was 
created Administrative order 1939, the 
Office Education (and its subsidiary, 
the Office Vocational Rehabilitation) were 
placed under the jurisdiction the new 
agency. Since July 1943, the Office 
Vocational Rehabilitation has been directly 
responsible the Administrator the Fed- 
eral Security Agency. 

you all know, social case work has roots 


many fields—among them religion, educa- 
tion, economics, sociology, psychology, medi- 
cine, and psychiatry. Its changing philosophy, 
finding expression hierarchy private 
organizations and movements, has been re- 
flected public relief programs for centuries, 
but until recently even public assistance has 
clung local and state levels the United 
States. The prolonged depression the 1930’s 
necessitated the creation various Federal 
programs, several which, including Old- 
Age Assistance, Aid Dependent Children, 
and Aid the Blind were firmly based 
social case work principles. Leadership 
social case work philosophy has, course, 
come largely from the private field: local, 
state-wide and national agencies, 
sional organizations. 

The emphasis social case work upon the 
importance the individual has tended 
draw closer medicine and psychiatry 
late years, and its struggles for professional 
standards and professional recognition have 
strengthened this trend. result, social 
case work less closely identified today with 
the broader sciences from which originally 
developed. Its public programs are usually 
administered the state level the state 
departments public welfare, and the 
Federal level under the Social Security Board, 
which turn also member the Fed- 
eral Security Agency. 

Now are engaged another, fiercer 
world war—a war which truly involves the 
whole globe, and which staggers the imagina- 
tion its scope and Once 
more the nation making plans rehabili- 
tate its sons and daughters wounded battle. 
Late 1942 Congress passed legislation: 
provide, through the Veterans’ Bureau, all 
conceivable vocational rehabilitation and other 
services the honorably discharged wounded 
neuropsychiatric veteran, after had re- 
ceived the extensive physical restoration serv- 
ices available through army 
pitals. 
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July 1943, the Barden-La Follette Act 
(P. 113) became effective, liberalizing the 
original Vocational Rehabilitation Act for 
handicapped civilians, and making special 
provision out Federal funds for war-dis- 
abled civil employees the (such 
the Maritime Commission and War Shipping 
Administration, etc.) and war-disabled civil- 
ians (such members the Aircraft Warn- 
ing Service, Civil Air Patrol, Citizens 
Defense Corps, etc.). The new Act includes 
provision for treatment and operation for 
physical restoration function, and spe- 
cifically includes the blind eligible for 
vocational rehabilitation. 

qualify for the more liberal provision 
Federal funds, each state must submit 
plan which must approved the Federal 
Security Administrator. States having 
agency for the blind may assign that agency 
vocational rehabilitation the blind; 
expected that rehabilitation the crippled 
(and there state agency for the blind, 
the blind agency not given the assign- 
ment, the blind also) will assigned the 
State Division Rehabilitation. Whether one 
state agency two take part the program, 
the State Board Vocational Education 
designated Federal law the state agency 
submit the plan, receive Federal funds, sub- 
mit reports, etc. Funds earmarked for the 
blind program are handled different ac- 
count the State Treasury. The part the 
state plan assigned state agency division 
for the blind (usually different state 
department from the Rehabilitation Division) 
administered the blind agency and 
supervised directly field agents the Fed- 
eral Office Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Co-ordination and co-operation are neces- 
sary measures wartime—as well 
peacetime! The Federal Security Adminis- 
trator making sincere efforts co-ordinate 
the work some twenty-five Federal agencies, 
all which have representation the state 
level, and urging co-operative agreements 
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between agencies the state and local levels. 

Never before has there been better oppor- 
tunity for social case workers and rehabilita- 
tion agents pool their skills. Experienced 
agents the latter field know occupations, 
industries, employers, labor unions, and 
training facilities few social workers do. 
Medical-social workers have far better un- 
derstanding the doctors’ recommenda- 
tions for medical psychiatric treatment, and 
can far better job interpreting them 
the client. Social workers who have had 
experience administering relief should 
able handle applications for the rehabilita- 
tion services dependent upon need, objectively 
and well, even though eligibility rules are 
more liberal for vocational rehabilitation. 
Skilled case workers have better under- 
standing the drives which direct human 
activity, the emotional frustrations which may 
blocking successful accomplishment, and 
how give obtain treatment which may 
release the client for action and stimulate 
his initiative. 

social case work can free some appar- 
ently “unfeasible” rehabilitation clients 
the point where they can accept and utilize 
training successfully, the social workers must 
still depend the rehabilitation agent’s 
knowledge occupational fields, trends 
opportunities within those fields, where and 
how obtain training appropriate the 
carefully chosen objective, and where find 
the particular job for the client after train- 
ing. Should placement require that the client 
accepted for membership labor union, 
the rehabilitation agent usually better 
position pave the way, since has had 
many previous contacts with labor unions. 
The importance supervision the job 
after placement cannot overstressed, and 
this too function the rehabilitation 
agent. 

Agencies for the blind which are starting 
administer vocational rehabilitation under 
the Barden-La Follette Act have golden 
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opportunity make valuable demonstra- 
tion co-ordinating the combined skills 
social case work, medical-social work, and 
rehabilitation for the benefit the blind. 
Many these agencies have successfully 
rehabilitated numerous blind people the 
past, spite the budgetary limitations 
under which most work. Some have 
strong sight restoration programs but are 
weak other fields. all have our strong 
and weak “fronts” among our varied serv- 
ices. Probably the program vocational 
guidance, training, and placement the one 
which most needs reinforcement most 
blind agencies. Therefore the success our 
“demonstration” will depend largely upon 
the qualifications and training the per- 
sonnel whom hire give vocational 
guidance, direct training, and actually make 
the placements. Never was there better op- 
portunity for the blind than this labor 
market! And never was the responsibility 
more grave make placements which will 
retain the respect the employer and the 
general public for the blind. 

Federal Vocational Rehabilitation funds 
are very welcome this time. They will not 
only directly strengthen programs for the 
blind our weakest point, but will release 
state funds with which may reinforce 
other “fronts” which need invigoration. 

Agencies for the blind are fully aware 
the need for social case work skills and under- 
standing all types service for the blind, 
well the administration relief. 
Home teachers and other workers with the 
blind are now taking social and medical 
courses important part training, 
which, course, includes other techniques. 
The importance medical-social interpre- 
tation programs restoration sight—a 
vital part the work—has already been ably 
discussed Miss The two closely 


Gutzeit’s article was printed the September, 
1944, issue Outlook for the Blind. 


related skills have long been utilized 
agencies for the blind. Their value has been 
recognized some extent Divisions 
Rehabilitation, whose agents have regularly 
sought service from social agencies 
pital social service departments throughout 
the country, although few social workers 
have been employed their staffs. Now that 
the Office Vocational Rehabilitation 
offering Federal funds match state ex- 
penditures for physical restoration, most state 
Divisions Rehabilitation will find neces- 
sary hire least one medical-social worker. 

The Rhode Island Bureau for the Blind 
has had vocational advisor the staff only 
for about ten months. During those months 
placements have been made, involving 
addition, job was saved for one boy 
through adjustment duties; and one man 
was placed sheltered shop for observa- 
tion and training. Sixteen (of whom are 
women ranging age from 46, and 
are men 19, 21, and are still em- 
ployed follows: various types 
industrial work (cotton, jewelry, rubber, 
woolen, boxes, airplane parts, electrical fix- 
operator, after special training; poultry 
farmer, after special training. these, are 
totally blind. All are legally blind according 
Social Security definition, and they are 
about equally divided between those blind 
since childhood and those who had least 
useful vision until adult life. None has any 
chance for improved vision through remedial 
treatment, but are sure that the types 
work which the partially sighted are doing 
are not endangering their remaining vision. 

Many states have far more distinguished 
records than ours, and many have been 
actively engaged placing the blind for 
much longer period. cannot draw con- 
clusions from such limited experience and 
not intend try. may significant how- 
ever, that the sixteen, five would probably 
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not have been placeable had not been for 
patient and understanding case work which 
some cases dated back for several years. 
One the nineteen-year-old boys who has 
light perception only, rejected child over 
whom the agency has watched for years. 
Some very thoughtful, long-range, joint plan- 
ning has been necessary between Perkins 
Institution and the Bureau, and summer vaca- 


tions have always been anxious periods. 


young man received fifteen months’ training 
dairy and poultry farming the Barnes 
farm which seems ideally suited his abili- 
ties, and are supervising him closely. 

Another, girl who now about twenty, 
was state ward from early childhood until 
her eighteenth birthday, and attended sight 
conservation classes. Although arrangements 
were made for her remain with her foster 
mother, following year’s additional training 
Perkins, and Aid the Blind offered her 
assistance suitable work could not 
found, she showed great insecurity when the 
time approached for her “out care” 
the Bureau. Child Guidance 
Clinic record dating back early childhood 
helped understand her rather 
sonality. She refused one placement flatly, 
feeling the work was beneath her, but found 
employment which, though not suitable and 
poorly paid, helped her gain confidence. 
Finally found her industrial job which 
she was glad accept, sanding (or buffing) 
electric plugs factory not far from her 
home. She was anxious about that she 
got the plant long before the appointed 
hour, lost her breakfast, and fainted before 
our placement agent met her, though too 
was early. However, she revived and wanted 
keep her appointment the plant. She 
started that same morning, earned $32.13 the 
first week, and has been happily employed 
there since February 14. Aid the Blind 
was not needed after all. 

Another, young woman 30, post- 


encephalitic well suffering from retinitis 
pigmentosa, had had years treatment 
the Rhode Island Hospital Neurological 
Clinic. She had worked mill until her 
failing sight, combined with the aggravating 
effect her worries her behavior, re- 
sulted her discharge. She too was placed 
unsuccessfully once, but has been steadily em- 
ployed laundry since July 1943, and 
giving satisfaction. She now has only light 
perception except broad daylight, but she 
travels across the city alone. 

The cases briefly described above are not 
typical the blind people all serve from 
day day. Nevertheless every blind register 
has scattering them, and some 
them prove “feasible for rehabilitation” when 
properly understood and patiently treated 
trained case workers. think most 
would agree that such cases require more 
individual treatment than possible for 
the United States Employment Service 
give, though this Service has made some suc- 
cessful blind placements Rhode Island. 

not only the problem cases which need 
guidance and adjustment from workers 
familiar with the very real limitations 
blindness, and with knowledge how they 
may overcome. very attractive, well- 
adjusted young woman lost her sight the 
age twenty-four through separation the 
retina, involving first one eye and then the 
other rapid succession. high school grad- 
uate who had had two years business 
training good secretarial school, she had 
been employed for over year clerical 
capacity before losing her sight. trying 
period several months inactivity was 
necessary while the eye doctor kept her under 
observation and treatment. During this period 
she started learn braille from the home 
teacher, who limited the lessons according 
the doctor’s orders. When was finally 
convinced that operation reattach the 
retina was not advisable, the young woman 
resumed her customary activities. her 
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initiative, but with the doctor’s consent, she 
applied for and obtained Seeing Eye dog, 
and through the Division Rehabilitation 
took about month’s training dictaphone 
transcribing. Before attempting place her, 
thought wise observe her for 
short time determine how proficiently she 
had adapted her former skills the handi- 
cap blindness. The young woman readily 
consented this plan and worked half time 
dictaphone operator for four weeks 
our office. Though she received pay she 
had the benefit close supervision, learned 
utilize her braille more fully, learned cer- 
tain tricks, such using pin pricks show 
the end last dictation typing case rec- 
ords, etc. Finally, sent her Perkins 
Institution see whether she had attained the 
standard demanded their 
who graduate certified dictaphone trans- 
cribers. She still fell little short their 
standard. The Division Rehabilitation 
agreed pay her tuition Perkins for fur- 
ther training. Six weeks later she returned 
home with her certificate—really ready for 
placement! Within two weeks she was placed 
the office private children’s agency 
fill temporary vacancy. Three months 


later, when another vacancy developed, she 
had proved her skill, ability produce, and 
general adaptability the point where she 
received permanent appointment. And inci- 
dentally, she won the hearts all the staff. 

This young woman’s bravery facing her 
sudden affliction, her good judgment 
adopting job objective that was basically 
sound and realizing that she needed addi- 
tional training, and her initiative seeking 
that training, were all sound, sane, and 
healthy. After all, the handicapped per- 
son’s own desire succeed that gives vitality 
any “individual plan for rehabilitation.” 
She needed very little steering from the blind 
agency, but what little was given probably 
saved her from disappointment which could 
not have been avoided had she been placed 
before being adequately prepared. 

“start where the client is,” reassure 
him all can, steer and direct his ambitions 
into activities which give him chance 
succeed, get him the best possible training— 
and always keep him “with us” 
process—social case workers will surely 
living their own objectives and will 
also make real contribution vocational 
rehabilitation. 


RADIO COMPANY PLANS JOB 
PROGRAM FOR DISABLED 


The Federal Telephone and Radio Corpora- 
tion, Newark, J., now engaged 
revising its educational program such 
way that every disabled war veteran return- 
ing apply for his former job will given 
not only any special retraining requires, 
but the fullest possible advantage 
arrangement tools, materials, and ma- 
chinery which the nature his disability may 


indicate. The company reports that owes 
much the progress made this 
educational system the experience gained 
fitting its first blind workers their oc- 
cupation. has the present time several 
blind people its employ, and has found that 
various assembly line operations the Wire 
Transmission Division are eminently suitable 
for blind workers. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS THE PROBLEM 
RURAL REHABILITATION 


MERTON LAKE 


THE REHABILITATION plans various 
agencies gain momentum under the provi- 
sions the Barden-La Follette Act will 
become increasingly advisable for workers 
have broad knowledge and sympathy 
with the whole field. Because the rural group 
the blind sizeable one deserving 
consideration, are going attempt 
make some specific suggestions which may 
help visualize the extent the problem. 
Roughly per cent the population 
the United States reside what are con- 
sidered rural areas. reasonably certain 
that good percentage the blind are from 
rural homes. Possibly per cent the em- 
ployable blind are this group. evident 
that group this size should have some 
consideration from those who are interested 
rehabilitation. 

The first consideration any plan 
rehabilitation should the happiness and 
well-being the client. only natural 
give first consideration employment 
blind residents urban centers. That 
where most the jobs are found. 
where most sighted persons would 
have the best chance for employment, for 
there will found the greater diversity 
positions. This may the situation regard 
employment the blind they are resi- 
dents the city and are adjusted it. How- 


this article Merton Lake, superintendent the 
Barnes School Henniker, H., discusses subject 
which should special interest this time when 
Many agencies for the blind are planning expand their 
programs. 


ever, are aware that economic conditions 
make advisable, and even necessary, 
change jobs from time time one 
succeed the city. This fact apt work 
hardship upon many the blind, even 
those urban origin, although not 
attempting recommend rural life for all 
who are blind. 

Another consideration the employment 
the blind urban centers this: City 
life more competitive; business keyed 
higher pitch, and often the sighted worker 
unable keep pace. The problem trade 
unions may also handicap the blind 
worker. 

not the purpose this article dis- 
courage the program placing the blind 
industry, for visualize great advancement 
that field. There every reason feel 
confident the soundness the placement 
program that has been inaugurated. should 
like see established modern workshops 
factories where, even though good per- 
centage the workers were sighted, the 
blind would have opportunity the 
work which they are adapted, thus 
enabling them earn comfortable wage 
and make their contribution society. 
This group worthy every consideration, 
but outside the group that would happy 
factory work have another large group 
attention this latter group. 

The country and rural living has appeal 
its own which has been pictured very 
clearly Maclver his book, 
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Society: Textbook Sociology. says, 
“It certain that purely urban culture, 
divorced from the sources inspiration 
which the life the country contains, would 
fundamentally unbalanced and spiritually 
impoverished. The country has the secret 
permanence. leads man beyond the circle 
humanity, into the vision the majestic 
forces nature and into the presence the 
teeming interdependent life plant and ani- 
mal, the mightier pattern which his own 
life, for all the powers civilization, but 
part. offers the ageless wonders life, 
beside which all the works man’s hands 
are puny and pretentious and ephemeral. 
reveals, for those who can see and hear them, 
infinitude forms and colors and har- 
monies and rhythms which may bring con- 
stant renewal and fresh inspiration the 
arts man.” Who would more appre- 
ciative most these points than the 
blind? Especially would this true those 
whose roots deep into the soil. the 
country the family first importance, life 
quieter, neighbors are more helpful, God 
more evidence. All these things would 
tend aid one without sight finding 
happiness and satisfactory living. 

Having given you some the reasons why 
those from rural areas might best re- 
habilitated the country, should like 
point out some concrete suggestions 
which requires special knowledge rural 
life, for not sufficient purchase fifty 
chicks for client and then expect him 
rehabilitate himself. order make in- 
telligent approach each problem one must 
have some definite information concerning 
the client and his background. Does live 
with his family? they own farm? 
so, can properly rehabilitated this 
farm? What. the attitude his family 
toward his contribution the farm enter- 
prise? What type project would offer him 
the greatest opportunity? What would the 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


his training and past experience handle 
the project? These are but few the ques- 
tions that will have answered. 
readily apparent that they can only an- 
swered safely one who familiar with 
rural life. Even with this knowledge there 
will mistakes. should say that the rural 
cases could placed three major classi- 
fications: 

Those who are unmarried and reside 
with their family the family farm, 

Married men owning their own farm 
having some small project that could, with 
intelligent guidance, made into sub- 
sistence farm project. 

Married and single men living rural 
areas who could rehabilitated through em- 
ployment farms, set their own 
farms with reasonable prospects success. 

Some these men will require specialized 
training while some will not. All will need 
the supervision qualified agent point 
out them their mistakes, advise them 
their problems, and assist them 
planning for the future. Any project will re- 
quire the presence some one with vision 
render assistance the blind farmer. 

There are many technical details that must 
worked out. essential that every cent 
money expended such work care- 
fully invested. difficult figure such 
problems money values. What the value 
our social economy family that 
made self-supporting and happy? going 
necessary show them how really 
live the country. There are many considera- 
tions that must receive attention. The farm 
must above all home. The wife must 
more than assistant; she must the 
eyes her husband. She must have some 
flowers few the comforts which her 
urban sister would ‘accept 
course. The children must. have chance 
live rich and interesting lives, have their own 
part the farm project, and thus become 
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satisfactory product the rehabilitation plan 
that must include the whole family. 
possible that many may consider this plan 
too far-fetched and visionary. However, 
must remembered that the family can 
become very important factor the suc- 
cess rehabilitation project the country. 
This not the case the city—at least not 
overlook its importance rural work. 
Whereas worker the city may the 
sole wage earner the family, the rural 
areas all have part contributing the 
success the work. 

Having gone over the rural clients 
going necessary weed out many 
them. not safe attempt the impossible 
this work. Many are not qualified for this 
particular attempt rehabilitation and 
few failures will tend destroy confidence 
rural rehabilitation program. They can 
easily undo the work 
cases. The first requirement should 
willingness the part the client help 
himself, make some small sacrifices, and 
above all, follow directions. There are 
doubt many men who will know what they 
want do. They may have small farm 
projects but need some additional capital. 
These should willing plan definitely 
for their ultimate success and should able 
show just how this capital will contribute 
the desired end. Success the farm de- 
intelligence, patience, 
and hard work. Does the client have these 
qualities? Does his wife want help him 
she merely willing take advantage 
any help offered? 

There tendency put the cart before 
the horse one’s zeal attempting re- 
habilitate rural client. You may have 
man who thinks would like 
farmer. You may have another living the 
country whom you think would make 
farmer. Perhaps neither these men has the 
necessary knowledge, you decide first 
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give them the training. would urge that 
you first decide just what done with 
these men after they have completed their 
training. How are they make use 
and what will you assist them? have 
found terrible disappointment for 
young man leave here, after having 
entered heartily into the work, only find 
that must return his home with 
prospects employment. would well 
determine specifically what can done 
for client before any expenditure made 
for his training. With this knowledge the 
client filled with hope and enthusiasm, his 
training period becomes part the com- 
plete plan, and everything falls neatly place 
for his ultimate fulfillment it. 

The eventual success any number 
rural men under this program will depend 
upon the help are able give them. Here 
field that represents large group the 
employable blind. need evident; the 
challenge facing us; the means have been 
supplied meet it. Are going meet 
with intelligence and understanding, with 
education and co-operation, are going 
attempt meet with antiquated 
that belong the past? Are these blind 
agriculturists denied the tools with 
which work, the scientific material 
keep them informed changes and advance- 
ment their field? There are certain definite 
needs which must supplied. These can 
supplied only the action interested 
workers. There need for more books 
and articles braille agricultural sub- 
jects; for increasing number record- 
ings; and for regular braille magazine 
devoted these subjects. find many 
men—and this will especially true the 
war-blinded—who will derive the greatest im- 
mediate benefit from recorded material. 
present know none available the 
subject agriculture, although the Library 
Congress has started action remedy this 
situation. 
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Having supplied our blind farmers with 
the tools that will enable them compete 
favorably with sighted farmers, let survey 
the possibilities their success various 
agricultural pursuits. There can set 
method determining just what type 
farming they are adapted to. From the stand- 
point efficient management 
farmer should devote his time those things 
which most proficient. However, 
there way determining what pos- 
sible for particular individual. There 
explanation for the diverse talents dif- 
ferent men, and necessary keep this 
mind. not safe arbitrarily label 
some work impractical for blind farmer. 
There are some men whom this would 
direct challenge. 

There are Certain phases agriculture 
which the blind have been reasonably suc- 
cessful. will briefly sketch some the 
possibilities. 


Poultry raising: This not only branch 
agriculture but complete field itself. 
its many specialized branches the blind 
have been successful operating breeding 
farms, hatcheries, broiler plants, and com- 
mercial egg farms, well general farms 
where poultry important part the 
enterprise. 

Dairy farming: While not usually con- 
sidered specially suited for the blind, there 
are some who have succeeded this. know 
one blind farmer who now has small 
herd cattle. has set his goal fifty 
head. One angle dairy farming worth 
consideration. The average dairy farm would 
require hired help, and with good help 
blind dairyman should able plan his 
work utilize himself the best ad- 
vantage. There should difficulty 
handling milking machines and dairy equip- 
ment. 

Gardening: Our many blind gardeners 
have demonstrated that not impractical 
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for such person supervise, with some 
good sighted help, market garden enter- 
prise. any rate should hate the 


Other branches are open those men 
with interest and initiative develop them. 
Bee-keeping, swine and livestock production 
are some the activities which the blind 
have succeeded. 

There are other fields presented ex- 
plore more deeply. With 
picking machines the blind should able 
operate poultry-dressing plants with 
minimum sighted help. Milk-processing 
plants may offer possibilities, also may meat- 
packing plants. person without sight 
can operate vending stand certain 
can operate roadside market for farm pro- 
duce. also possible that community 
farm project extensive scale would 
practical consideration. This would enable 
the operation large and diversified farm 
with opportunity market variety 
products, the use large roadside market, 
and the utilization many blind men for 
variety jobs. 

have attempted portray some the 
specific points that must considered 
planning give proper consideration the 
rural rehabilitation problem. addition 
careful study each client and his back- 
ground there must keen understanding 
his capacities and his needs. Added 
this there must thorough knowledge and 
understanding the field agriculture. Let 
endeavor keep the program sound 
and practical basis; resolve that every penny 
spent shall used for the betterment 
some individual. Let sure that this 
individual has the ability his part; let 
give him the training, necessary; supply 
him with the tools; furnish him with up-to- 
date reference material; and carefully guide 
him along the road sound financial inde- 
pendence. 
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MAGIC AND THERAPY 


MAURICE CASE 


Macic, THE ART PERFORMING the appar- 
ently impossible, has been found effective 
medium for developing 
sonality group work with visually handi- 
capped persons. Magic has fascinated and 
intrigued everyone, young and old alike. The 
famous magician, Houdini, became almost 
universal symbol for feats defying rational 
explanation, and currently, Dunninger 
confounding his radio listeners with incredible 
accomplishments mental telepathy. 

Our story magic-therapy The Light- 
house New York City, began several 
months ago when group magicians, mem- 
bers national fraternity, known 
“Knights Magic,” wondered how audi- 
ence blind people would respond their 
art. One the magicians decided experi- 
ment. quickly learned that visual per- 
ception was not all necessary under- 
standing and appreciation magic. More 
surprising, even, was the fact that after the 
show was surrounded many from the 
audience asking him not only verify their 
explanation his tricks but also teach 
them how the tricks. 

But could blind people magic? Well, 
many tricks require the magician blind- 
folded and there are the popular radio magi- 
cians who perform for audience they 
cannot see. Magic seemed such good 
hobby and there was much enthusiasm 
that class was organized. became evident 
almost immediately that from the process 


Maurice Case supervisor men’s and boys’ recreation 
The Lighthouse, The New York Association for the 
Blind, New York City. 


learning magic there were many 
unanticipated psychological 
fecting the personalities the students. 

not violating the magicians’ code 
secrecy state that basic the magicians’ 
total equipment his absolute conviction that 
can fool you. matter how alert and 
vigilant your attention, the magician will 
fool you; unless, course, you happen 
magician yourself. And who has not 
been impressed the magician’s poise, his 
self-assurance, and the ease with which 
directs his audience? 

these ideas began come out after- 
class discussion among the workers The 
Lighthouse, seemed logical suppose that 
withdrawn person one whose behavior 
was symptomatic inferiority, would, 
through participation magic, develop 
more positive feeling adequacy with re- 
sultant improved individual and social ad- 
justment. The surprise and astonishment 
the audience, the inevitable questions follow- 
ing the successful completion clever trick, 
baffling even the sighted, all tended build 
the ego and develop self-confidence. Con- 
tinuously there was the constant emphasis 
the ability the performer outsmart 
his audience. 

the students became more proficient, 
definite changes were evident 
demeanor Besides learning 
the specific routines magic, sensitive blind 
persons became more articulate and more 
sociable, revealing many personality qualities 
theretofore hidden within themselves. Tom, 
fourteen years old and totally blind, regular 
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member The Lighthouse Boys Club, was 
known shy, retiring boy who needed 
always drawn into club activities. Left 
alone, would invariably find chair and 
just sit and listen, vicariously enjoying the 
games the others through hearing them, 
while his restless hands fingered his face, 
head, and clothing. Responding increased 
activity Tom would rock and fro and 
shake his arms and hands. seldom spoke 
club meetings. Tom indicated his in- 
terest magic, and duly became member 
the magic class. learned the “pick 
card,” “think card,” “think name” 
routine, and with feigned painful delibera- 
tion, proceeded with his divination. For dif- 
ficult ones consulted his radio crystal ball 
(regular magician’s crystal ball), which 
listened intently before calling out the, 
course, correct answer. The quickness with 
which Tom learned the technical manipula- 
tions and codes was impressive, but more 
significant was the change the boy him- 
self. grew more active the club; 
became more articulate and revealed keen 
sense humor; and the blindisms previously 
referred were decidedly reduced. Several 
weeks ago Tom participated magic show 
The Lighthouse, before paying audience. 
For his part the program occupied the 
stage alone—and gave very creditable per- 
formance. 

contrast Tom, Arthur, fifteen years 
old, with overactive, 
aggressive, contemptuous order and regula- 
tions—indicated his interest, somewhat dis- 
dainfully, joining the magic class. Arthur’s 
specialty became the Chinese ring trick. After 
several lessons was linking and unlinking 
the solid steel rings. developed tre- 
mendous enthusiasm for his routine, which 
had prepared large type for study 
home. Arthur not model boy now, but 
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has changed considerably. 
bullies the smaller boys and longer 
disrupts club meetings. fact, has be- 
come junior assistant the club leader. 
his magic show given his high school 
for the benefit the American Red Cross, 

few words regarding the organization 
and methods the class: Eight students, four 
boys and four girls, were enrolled. For the 
first half the session, lasting approxi- 
mately forty-five minutes, the students par- 
ticipated and practiced all the tricks. Then 
special feats were assigned particular stu- 
dents. For example, Tom specialized men- 
tal telepathy tricks; Arthur manual dex- 
terity tricks; Edith card and number 
tricks; and Helen silk and rope tricks. 
assigning tricks, consideration was given 
personality, intelligence, adeptness, and any 
special interests the student. Apropos 
the question initially raised whether 
blind person could magic, the students 
The Lighthouse created few tricks their 
own, based their ability 
Now the magician studying braille! 

these new junior magicians showed off 
their magic around the agency, the adult 
members began show interest. There has 
already been started weekly evening class 
for adults. The same psychological con- 
comitants, perhaps varying degrees, are 
expected for this group older magic enthu- 
siasts. have firm that magic- 
therapy, handled with definite plan 
mind, has practical potentialities many 
programs dealing with problem individuals 
and their inadequacies, mental and physical. 
Because provides relatively simple medium 
for enabling hurt personality reassert and 
express itself positively, magic-therapy seems 
particularly applicable the initial stages 
the rehabilitation process. 
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DR. ALLEN SAYS: 


(1867-1942) was admired 
her associates that they had her life story 
made the subject after-chapel talk. 
Her sister writes that Julia lost her eyesight 
seven months, and that their uncommonly 
sensible parents brought both children 
alike, the mother allowing the blind one 
assist more and more the daily housework; 
and the father, inventive dentist, playing 
with her table games, like checkers, for 
which contrived special boards; and also 
teaching her read the raised letters 
bottles, and write and reckon 
means homemade, tangible appliances. 
When this sister, six, public 
school, Julia, aged seven, eagerly went along, 
but “hearer” only. However, being alert 
and precocious, she advanced normally until 
ten, admittance Perkins, she aston- 
ished all with what she, new pupil, already 
knew and could do. After graduating 
eighteen she attended normal school and 
twenty-two returned South Boston 
resident teacher, remaining forty-six years. 
was said her that Perkins might well 
have afforded pay her salary just 
there living example pupils and 
fellow teachers how initiating, efficient, 


and independent totally blind woman 
could be. 


GILBERT (1826-1885), though 


Note: The Dictionary National Biography designates 
Elizabeth Gilbert philanthropist. She founded and 
conducted London pioneer employment shop for the 
blind, which became the British Association for Pro- 
moting the General Welfare the Blind. 
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blinded early childhood and lifelong 
invalid, yet achieved much behalf 
her fellow blind that Macmillan published 
her biography Frances Martin. Its read- 
ing 1887 impressed with the wisdom 
such home nurture. 

Bessie was the third eleven children 
Principal Gilbert, Brasenose College, Ox- 
ford, afterwards Bishop Chichester, Eng- 
land. Her parents, resolutely rejecting the 
notion that the wind should tempered 
the shorn lamb, treated her exactly like her 
sisters. “When she came into room they were 
not give her chair; she was find one for 
herself. Dr. Gilbert not bear have 
suggested that she could not what the 
others did. ‘Let her try,’ would say... 
was especially anxious she should behave like 
them table, should particular 
eating and drinking they and should 
manage the food her plate without offence 
others. 

“Bessie wanted everything that her 
sisters did. She would try, and nothing but 
her own experience could convince her 
the limitations her powers.” 

Under governess she and her sister were 
companions their lessons. “Bessie’s were 
read aloud her; she learned easily, her 
memory was good, and she made rapid 
progress.” Obviously she 
throughout life the home training which 
made impossible for her believe the 
numerous so-called “disabilities the blind.” 
Her physical afflictions she bore with patience, 
and they “by heroic effort were compelled 
minister great aims.” 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Was Nor Own Robinson 
Pierce. New York: American Foundation 
for the Blind, West Street. 1944. 128 
pages. $1.50. 


was with the keenest pleasure that 
opened, long last, this small and very well- 
printed book that remarkable citizen 
Florida, Robinson Pierce, West Palm 
Beach. always had hoped that this book, 
parts which already had seen and en- 
joyed, would printed. especially 
gratifying that should published now, 
when only statement tragic fact that 
many soldiers will returning from the war 
blinded. They will need know how live 
that world the blind, which nearly 
like the world sighted people, and yet 
different. Nothing could finer for such 
soldiers, for blind people everywhere, and 
for all the rest us, than read and enjoy 
this dry, practical, infinitely humorous and 
utterly courageous book. 

the story indomitable human 
spirit and intelligence, which has gone 
living richly and fully spite handicap. 
the story the small practical things 
man must adjust that world 
blindness. will make any one more 
thoughtful and more courageous just 
read it. 

“Blindness inconvenience and 
interferes good many ways, but 
not the worst that can happen you, 
any means. Irrespective what other people 
may think, your general education consists 
learning without sight all that you 
will have and much possible all 
that you would like do. You must learn 


review reprinted from The Miami Herald, 


things feeling and take account 
sounds and, some extent, smells. 
Doubtless many the odd little experiences 
which underwent would never happen 
one who deported himself quietly blind 
man should. believed, however, that the 
possible the same way before—when 
could see. know that many blind men 
feel that way and believe have more zest 
for life spite the occasional 

Mr. Pierce follows that with story 
one his remarkable exploits shingling 
roof, himself, the middle the night, 
that his family would not stop him. The 
book constantly illustrated with stories 
the things learned, and learned 
astonishingly vigorous and undefeated way. 

could wish the book were much longer, 
life. The author writes helpful chapters 
about occupations and professions open 
blind people, the history and nature 
braille, and that sort thing. But always 
moving and incredibly amusing personal 
history, any good book should be. really 
think classic and that should 
read and reread and reprinted. 
duction, which also testimony 
Pierce’s personality, was written Harvey 
Davis, President Stevens Institute Tech- 
nology, lifelong friend. 

Mr. Pierce came the west coast 
Florida from Massachusetts, where had 
taught the Massachusetts Institute 
Technology, and from which retired 
run farm, and real farm, with hundreds 
chickens and wild cows and strong horses 
and savage dogs, all which writes 
about, Florida; and hoping will 
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WASHINGTON NOTES 


write another book about that. For years 
has driven about Florida working with the 
blind people remote country districts, both 
white and colored, many whom could not 
read all, let alone read braille, when 
began with them. now living West 
Palm Beach and preparing write book 
astronomy for beginners. was stu- 
dent advanced astronomy well 
track runner, his college days, before 
began teach mathematics. 


STONEMAN 


JANE COWL LAUDS BOOK 
BLIND AUTHOR 


Jane Cowl, famous actress, recent 
broadcast over WOR devoted generous 
part her program Robinson Pierce’s 
book, Was Not Own Idea (published 
the American Foundation for the Blind, 
and reviewed above). She quoted several pas- 
sages, referred its “humorous and delightful 
quality,” and assured prospective readers that 
“you will like this book, and inspired 
well.” Before concluding her broadcast, 
Miss Cowl recalled her first meeting with 
Helen Keller, who, after carefully scrutiniz- 
ing the actress’s features with her fingers, 
said: “Of course you look just imagined 
you would.” “It would have broken 
heart,” Miss Cowl remarked, “if she hadn’t 
thought was very nice woman indeed, for 
she can cut through all sham the very 
heart those around her. Her own integrity 
can never deceived. Her own goodness 


shield.” 


MORE TIME FOR CONTESTANTS 


The closing date for the Jewish Braille 
Review Literary Competition for 1944 has 
been postponed from October December 
this Fuller information may 
had writing to: The Editor, Box 36, 
Morris Heights Station, New York 53, 
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WASHINGTON NOTES 


Executive Order President Roose- 
velt, Retraining and Reemployment Ad- 
ministration, with Brigadier General Frank 
Hines Administrator, has now been 
established the Office War Mobilization. 
Its work will co-ordinate general 
way activities all government agencies 
having with the retraining and re- 
employment persons discharged 
leased from the armed services and other war 
work, including all work directly affected 
the cessation hostilities the reduction 
the war program. other words, the Exegu- 
tive Order directs the Administration 
utilize existing agencies and function 
through them the fullest extent possible 
order avoid duplication and over- 
lapping the work now being done. One 
the activities which this new Administra- 
tion has hand which will particular 
interest war-blinded veterans the organ- 
ization and operation veterans’ service 
committees each state centralize aid 
veterans. Under the plan, state committees, 
comprised representatives the Selective 
Service System, the United States Employ- 
ment Service the War Manpower Com- 
mission, and the Veterans Administration will 
represent the Federal government 
grams for veterans; will aid communities 
establishing veterans’ information centers; 
will centralize and mobilize efforts state 
groups and volunteers states assist vet- 
erans and war workers making the transi- 
tion from wartime peacetime civilian life. 
The primary function these centers will 
advise and refer veterans and war 
workers agencies that can assist them 
with retraining and reemployment. Local in- 
formation centers the kind now being 
planned should prove great value the 
war-blinded veteran who may not know 
where turn for help his home com- 
munity. 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


ELECTION LAWS AFFECTING BLIND PERSONS* 


Alabama: blind person may assisted 
the polls any person may select 
except that candidate for election shall act 
assistant. 

Arizona: blind person may assisted 
the polls two judges, not the same 
political party. 

Arkansas: blind person may assisted 
the polls the judges the primary 
election, and two the judges the 
general election. 

California: blind person may assisted 
at,the polls more than two persons 
his own selection or, upon request, two 
the officers election, different political 
parties. 

Colorado: blind person may assisted 
the polls any one the election judges 
clerks, any elector the precinct 
selected said disabled voter. 

Connecticut: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls two electors, one from 
each the dominant parties, appointed 
the moderator. 

Delaware: blind person may assisted 
the polls any elector his own selec- 
tion, two electors the nature the 
disability manifestly requires more than one. 

Florida: blind person may assisted 
the polls some person his own selection. 

Georgia: blind person may assisted 
the polls any two managers the 
election. 

Idaho: blind person may assisted 
the polls any two the judges, not 
the same political party. 

Illinois: blind person may assisted 
the polls relative friend his selection. 

Indiana: blind person may assisted 
the polls the poll clerks. 

Iowa: blind person may assisted 
the polls two officers. 


*Copies this digest may obtained writing 
the Library, American Foundation for the Blind, 
Street, New York 11, 


Kansas: blind person may assisted 
the polls judge and clerk the elec- 
tion board different political parties, 

Kentucky: blind person may assisted 
the polls the clerk, the presence 
other officers election. 

Louisiana: blind person may assisted 
the polls two the commissioners 
different political parties. 

Maine: blind person may assisted 
the polls two the election clerks not 
the same political party. 

Maryland: blind person may assisted 
the polls member his family whom 
may select the two clerks election. 

Massachusetts: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls any qualified voter whom 
may designate. 

Michigan: blind person may assisted 
the polls member his immediate 
family. 

Minnesota: blind person may assisted 
the polls two judges or, prefers, 
any voter the same district. 

Mississippi: blind person may assisted 
the polls one the managers elec- 
tion other person his own selection. 

Missouri: blind person may assisted 
the polls the judges election. 

Montana: blind person may assisted 
the polls two the judges who shall 
represent different parties. 

Nebraska: blind person may assisted 
the polls one judge and one clerk, each 
different political parties, one whom 
shall the voter’s own political party. 

Nevada: blind person may assisted 
the polls any elector may designate, 
other than election officer. 

New Hampshire: blind person may 
assisted the polls any voter 
the same town ward designated the 
blind voter. 

New Jersey: blind person may helped 
the polls person his own selection. 
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ELECTION LAWS AFFECTING THE BLIND 


New Mexico: blind person may as- 
sisted polls the two poll clerks. 

New York: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls two election officers, not 
the same political faith (may same 
political faith primaries), father, mother, 
brother, sister, husband, wife, child, 
may select. 

North Carolina: blind person may 
assisted the polls any the markers 
his family. 

North Dakota: blind person may 
assisted the polls person his own 
selection, the two judges election. 

Ohio: blind person may assisted 
the polls near relative two judges 
election belonging different political 
parties. 

Oklahoma: blind person may assisted 
the polls two the election judges not 
the same political party. 

Oregon: blind person may assisted 
the polls both judges judge 
and clerk. 

Pennsylvania: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls registered elector 
the election district, selected the voter. 

Rhode Island: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls two the supervisors, 
one Democrat and the other Republican. 
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South Carolina: legal provision; cus- 
tomary for managers assist. 

South Dakota: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls any person whom 
may select. 

Tennessee: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls the officer holding the 
election or, totally blind, any per- 
son his own selection. 

Texas: blind person may assisted 
the polls two judges election. 

Utah: blind person may assisted 
the polls any qualified elector his own 
selection. 

Vermont: blind person may assisted 
the polls two assisting clerks. 

Virginia: blind person may assisted 
the polls one the judges election 
designated the other judges. 

Washington: blind person may as- 
sisted the polls his her spouse any 
near relative who also registered voter, 
election officer. 

West Virginia: blind person may 
assisted the polls the poll clerks. 

Wisconsin: blind person may assisted 
the polls any person chosen him 
from among the legal voters the country. 

Wyoming: blind person may assisted 
the polls two the election officers, not 
members the same political party. 


UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON SUMMER SCHOOL 


training program for teachers the 
blind was, for the first time, included among 


the courses offered the University Wash- 


ington, Seattle, during the past summer 
session. The following special courses were 
offered: Eye Conditions and Hygiene, Dr. 
Purman Dorman, Seattle ophthalmologist; 
Fundamentals Psychology, Dr. Berthold 
Lowenfeld, director educational research, 
American Foundation for the Blind; and 


Methods Teaching the Blind, Dr. 
Berthold Lowenfeld and Dr. Curtis Wil- 
liams, professor education, University 
Washington. 

Students from the home teaching well 
the teaching field attended the courses. 
expected that the University Washington 
will the center for continued training 
program for teachers the blind the 
Northwest. 
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NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 


The Bulletin dated June, 1944, con- 
tained notice the effect that rug roving 
was available from Johnston Company, 110 
Street, New York City; however 
omitted state that this roving had 
ordered lots 100 pounds per color except 
the bleached white which will furnished 
50-pound lots. Anyone desiring special 
colors will have order minimum quantity 
250 pounds. recommends avoidance 
these special orders. 


National Industries regrets announce that 
its supplier completely out the Christ- 
mas assortment Feature Box cards, 
and that further orders same can 
accepted. The Religious, Selected Etchings, 
and All-Occasion Cards are still available. 


The Kansas City Association for the Blind, 
1844 Broadway, Kansas City, Missouri, has 
number cars No. Lindsay corn. Any- 
one wishing purchase car this corn 
should notify Fred Sturm the Kansas City 
Association for the Blind. 


The following report the broom 
corn situation received from Morris Walker, 
132 South Erie Street, Wichita, Kansas: 

“The south Texas broom corn was mostly 
Some the early corn was 
rain stained. doubt the total tonnage will 
quite much government prediction 
(8900 tons). 

“The Lindsay corn not choice corn. Only 
small percentage will that. The corn 
being poorly seeded. Early crops were ware- 
house corn. Late corn, now being harvested, 
will show lots sticky corn. Practically all 
corn has brought the ceiling price. Some in- 


ferior grades have recently sold 
$250 per ton. The yields were very heavy 
the bottom lands, but just the opposite true 
the upland corn. whole, this Lindsay 
corn just good medium. 

“Conditions are very favorable western 
Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado. the corn 
properly handled there the quality should 
good. All the corn being sold fast 
baled. Latest figures shipments are around 
450 460 carloads from the entire Lindsay 
district. predict between 600 and 700 car- 
loads total for the year. This might change 
down, depending how the late corn 
makes up. 

think there will some corn ready for 
market western Kansas September 
Some real early New Mexico fields are 
harvested during the coming week. 
Likewise, corn now being harvested 
western Oklahoma. However the bulk the 
western Oklahoma corn will not ready for 
weeks.” 


far has received set sample 
brooms from only one workshop. Workshops 
are asked refer their copies the 
Minutes the Chicago Meeting Broom 
Shops, page and forward these brooms 


Workshops which are having difficulty 
securing handles for their Army orders should 
notify the Jersey City Quartermaster Depot 
and also William Klass, Lumber Division 
the War Production Board, Room 1320, Tem- 
porary Building, Washington, 


The American Associated Co., Atlanta 
Georgia, are position supply 
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CONFERENCE ENDORSES PLAN FOR BLIND 233 


with thick padding for ironing- 
board covers cents per yard, f.o.b. mill. 
can send samples they are required, 
but orders for this material should sent 
direct the American Associated Co. 


HOME TEACHERS ENDORSE 
INSURANCE PLAN FOR BLIND 


The Eastern Conference Home Teach- 
ers its tenth convention held Boston 
September 12-15 wholeheartedly endorsed 
resolution advocating amendment the 
Social Security Act which would provide in- 
surance against dependency due blindness. 
The action grew out talk given Dr. 


Robert Irwin, executive director the 


American Foundation for the Blind, legis- 
lation for the blind. this talk Dr. Irwin 
drew attention the fact that while the 
Social Security Act contains insurance plan 
for wage earners who might otherwise become 


dependent upon relief the future, owing 
age, comparable provision has been made 
for men and women who might become de- 
pendent some future time owing blind- 
ness. The resolution adopted the Confer- 
ence reads follows: 


The Social Security Act provides, 
addition special relief for the needy 
aged, contributory insurance plan which 
wage earners who become aged the future 
may be, large measure, independent 
special relief through the operation such 
insurance plan, and 

Said Act provides only relief for 
the blind, and fails provide any plan 
insuring wage earners against becoming de- 
pendent upon relief the future, due 
blindness; therefore 

Resolved: That the concensus opin- 
ion the Eastern Conference Home 
Teachers the Blind that the Social 


insurance plan for the blind comparable 
the Old-Age Insurance plan for the aged. 


The meeting which the above resolution 
was adopted was one the most successful 
ever held the Conference. More than 100 
delegates were present, with representation 
follows: Massachusetts, 35; New York, 18; 
Pennsylvania, 13; Connecticut, 10; Rhode 
Island, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, 
New Hampshire, District Columbia, 

Papers were presented and discussions held 
many subjects vital interest home 
teachers, among them such matters what 
the home teacher should know about social 
case work; how make use community 
resources and professional skills; how use 
available medical resources; the use Grade 
braille, with plea for its wider use, etc. 
The delegates also heard interesting and in- 
formative papers the subjects glaucoma 
and corneal transplants. 

The social event the Conference was 
banquet held Thursday evening, Septem- 
ber 14, the Dome Room the Hotel 
Lenox honor Dr. Edward di- 
rector emeritus Perkins Institution and 
Massachusetts School for the Blind, and 
Walter Holmes, editor the Matilda 
Ziegler Magazine for the Blind, New York. 
Mr. Holmes was unable present, owing 
ill health, but sent message love, good 
wishes, and thanks the convention. 

the closing session the Conference 
Friday morning Stetson Ryan, who has 
acted its secretary since its beginning, sub- 
mitted his resignation. The Conference 
adopted resolution expressing its regret 
losing the services Mr. Ryan, and its ap- 
preciation his “untiring efforts and devoted 
service,” and presented Mr. Ryan with 
fountain pen. Peter Salmon was appointed 
succeed Mr. Ryan. Except for this change, 
the officers the Conference remain the same 
for last year. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


Monograph No. 10, from the New York 
Institute for the Education the Blind, 
called “The Improvement Reading 
School for the Blind: Studies the Rate 
Reading Braille,” and prepared Clarence 
Athearn, Mrs. Hartley Campbell, and 
George Lavos. The contents read: Study 
Central Tendencies; Significant Factors 
Affecting the Rate Reading Braille; Tests 
the Oral Reading Braille; Summary 
Studies the Rate Reading Braille. 


Magazine for September, 1944, 
includes the article, “Don Miller Blind 
But Sees,” Toni Taylor. said that 
sees “through the eyes his father, his 
teachers and his schoolmates, boy’s world 
filled with fun and hope. Because Don 
what is, has message, especially the 
men who will come back from battlefields 
blinded, crippled, deaf, physically ill. 
only sixteen, but can speak without 
effrontery these older men, because has 
lived lifetime without eyes, while their dis- 
ability new and shocking them.” 


Magazine for July, 1944, contains 
the story, “You Needed Upstairs,” 
Rumer Godden. The heroine this sensi- 
tively written piece little blind girl. 


Magazine Digest for September, 1944, con- 
tains “Russia’s New Deal for Veterans— 
Already Launched,” Rose Maurer. The 
article adapted from the book, The U.S.S.R. 
Reconstruction. Part the article de- 
voted the rehabilitation blinded veterans. 
All efforts are being made prepare the 


blind for productive work, provide them 
with the needed sense accomplishment and 
pride, and make the population aware 
the creative possibilities that are open the 
physically handicapped. 


Read for May, 1944, includes “The Bible 
Speaks,” Paul Green, which relates the 
story Talking Books for the blind and 
especially the story the recording the 
Bible for blind readers. says: “Talking 
Books have assumed special significance 
the great campaign mental and physical 
rehabilitation our war-injured. Young 
blinded soldiers, has been noted, are quickly 
lifted out despair when they hear their 
favorite books these records.” 


The Washington Alumnus, the Graduate 
Magazine the University Washington, 
for April, 1944, contains Washingtonian 
You Should Know, Robert Irwin, 
Herbert Condon. quote from the ar- 
ticle: “Blind himself since childhood, self- 
supporting student college, has 
devoted the full energies his mature life 
enabling people enjoy fuller, richer, and 
more useful lives.” 


The Letters Alexander edited 
Beatrice Kaufman and Joseph Hennessey, 
published recently the Viking Press, has 
many references the blind. everyone 
knows, the work The Seeing Eye, Inc., was 
close Alexander Woollcott’s heart. also 
displayed active interest the Talking 
Book and gave much his time recordin 
his own works. 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


The first season “Rest-Haven,” free vaca- 
tion center for blind women and girls 
Monroe, under the direction the American 
Foundation for the Blind, came close 


after highly successful three 


months during which entertained 140 blind 
guests from New York, New Jersey, Con- 
necticut, and Pennsylvania. 

This beautiful estate, presented the 
Foundation its president, Migel, 
offered perfect opportunities for the guests’ 
rest and relaxation. Each visitor enjoyed the 
vacation her own way—reading work- 
ing handiwork the shade the trees, 
strolling down the old well for drink 
that “delicious water,” engaging more 
strenuous activities. 

The recreational program, under the super- 
vision Miss Dorothy Bischoff, included 
hikes, fishing, rowing, shopping 
the village; entertainment vocal and 
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instrumental artists; amateur hours the 
guests themselves; games various kinds; 
and, course, the Talking Book and radio. 
Guests who wanted quietness more than any- 
thing else, relaxed their rooms, dictated 
letters the Girl Scouts who came every 
day write their letters and send them off 
family friends. Others enjoyed lounging 
the wide porches where friends from the 
village read aloud the news the day and 
interesting articles from magazines. 

Mrs. Elsie Adams acted hostess, and 
with kindness and cheerfulness saw that 
everything possible was done make the 
guests comfortable and happy. 

The administrative-director 
Haven” was Mrs. Ida Hirst-Gifford, the 
Foundation staff, who organized four groups 
blind guests and their guides, each group 
enjoying eighteen days’ vacation. The first 
group arrived June 19. Mrs. Gifford also 
arranged for transportation the guests 
and from Monroe, and supervised the staff 
members and the employees. 

The many “thank you” letters which have 
already been received from guests are very 
gratifying and much appreciated. Here are 
excerpts from few them: 


“Just line thank you, Mr. Migel, and 
all members the Foundation for the won- 
derful vacation immensely enjoyed. 
sincerely hope that may all together 
next year.” 


Haven’ and feel well able now tackle 
new position with renewed strength and 
reserve. was delighted also have been 
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granted the privilege having 
dog with me.” 


“Thank you for lovely visit ‘Rest- 
Haven.’ you know, spent grand vaca- 
tion there, and was joy see the dear 
place again and live over old memories.” 


“The three weeks which spent ‘Rest- 
Haven’ consider the happiest weeks 
enough for making such wonderful vaca- 
tion possible.” 


“This brief note thank the American 
Foundation for the Blind for the lovely 
time had. enjoyed every minute 
stay, and made many new friends.” 


CHANGES DIRECTORY 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE BLIND 


Pages and 38. Indiana State Library; 
Mrs. Margaret Harpe, librarian. 


Page 62. Montana School for the Deaf and 
Blind; Glenn Harris, president, succeeding 
Edwin Peterson. 


BLIND KEEP RECORD 
BLOOD DONORS 


Blind men and women continue keep 
their fine record blood donors. 
August, one day alone, twenty-three blind 
employees the Industrial Home for the 
Blind, Brooklyn, presented themselves 
the Red Cross Blood Donor Center. 

From The Gleng Falls Association for the 
Blind, Glens New York, comes the 
story blind man who did not wait for 
the war begin before donating his blood 
for those who might need it. 
James Parkinson, blind since birth, and 
has been blood donor the Glens Falls 
Hospital for twenty-two years. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


SUCCESS NOTES 


232 students examined June for 
admission the New York bar, only 113 
were successful passing the examinations, 
Among the successful candidates was Edward 
Smallwood, years old, Ithaca, who 
entering the law firm Colonel William 
Donovan New York City. the age 
five Mr. Smallwood lost the sight his right 
eye through accident; sympathetic in- 
flammation the left eye soon caused total 
blindness. spite his handicap, young 
Smallwood maintained excellent records 
the New York State School for the Blind 
Batavia, and Warsaw High School, from 
which graduated. was honor 
dent Cornell University Law School, and 
editor the Law School quarterly. 


Associated Press item from Rochester 
New York, appearing the August issue 
the New York World-Telegram. reports: 
“Lucille Sweet, 22, believed the only 
sightless woman the country pass the 
technical examinations, today had won her 
amateur radio operator’s license.” 


The New Beacon, for July 15, reports that 
The Manchester, England, has 
conferred honorary degree Master 
Arts Edward Isaac, Mus. B., distinguished 
blind musician who director the Man- 
chester Tuesday Midday Concerts. 
well known broadcaster, and was the first 
play abroad and have his performance relayed 
home England. concluding his presenta- 
tion Mr. Isaacs the Vice-Chancellor 
the University, Professor Manson said: 
“Mr. Isaacs has been totally blind for twenty 
years, years which have seen some his best 
work, years magnificent triumph over 
crushing handicap.” 


Blir 
nati 
for 
fort 
Jan 
gra 
deg 
yea 
the 
for 


APPOINTMENTS 


APPOINTMENTS 


Montana For THE DEAF AND 
Blind has appointed Glenn Harris president 
fill the vacancy caused the resignation 
Edwin Peterson. Mr. Harris, who 
native California, began his career work 
for the blind relief supervisor the Cali- 
fornia School for Deaf and Blind 1924, 
and served supervisor blind boys from 
January 1925 June 1926 while attending the 
University California, from which was 
graduated 1926 with the Bachelor Arts 
degree. 1927 received his M.A. from 
Gallaudet College upon completion 
year’s postgraduate study the education 
the deaf. From 1927 1930 served 
teacher the deaf the Colorado School 
for Deaf and Blind, and from 1930 1944 
was head teacher the department for the 
deaf, and supervising teacher the vocational 
department. Mr. Harris assumed his new 
duties the Montana School July 


FoR THE BLIND and 
Blind Trade School announces the appoint- 
ment Clifford Stocker director Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation fill the vacancy caused 
the departure Chappell, who has 
been appointed the Washington, staff 
Vocational Rehabilitation for the Blind. 
Mr. Stocker, native Weiser, Idaho, re- 
ceived his high school and college education 
Oregon, and graduate Oregon State 
College, from which received his master’s 
degree with major School Administra- 
tion. For three years following his graduation 
was engaged high school teaching. More 
recently was engaged defense work 
Kodiak, Alaska, where received injuries 
which affected his eyesight. Mr. Stocker has 
given considerable time and study rehabili- 
tation, both vocational and educational 


counsel. will assisted his new work 


Robert Mealey. 


Welfare, Division for Adult Blind, has ap- 
pointed Andrew Kummerow its staff 
supervisor Field Staff and Field Services. 
Mr. Kummerow graduate Marquette 
University, Milwaukee, with 
degree (cum laude) Sociology. His mas- 
ter’s degree was received from the University 
Wisconsin Social Pathology. Mr. Kum- 
merow member the International 
Council for Exceptional Children, and 
Alpha Kappa Delta, national honorary 
sociological society. has attended several 
summer school sessions the Wisconsin 
School for the Blind, Janesville, pupil and 
teacher. 


DOUBLY HANDICAPPED FIND JOBS 


recent issue St. Dunstan’s Review, 
Sir Ian Fraser states that St. Dunstan’s hopes 
place war-blinded veteran who has also 
lost both his hands elevator operator. One 
St. Dunstaner who has lost one hand al- 
ready employed elevator operator; and 
another just starting work telephone 
operator. third, similarly handicapped, 
worked lathe the Back Work exhibition 
held London, and has since 


COUNCIL MEET NOVEMBER 


The National Council for the Social Studies 
will hold its twenty-fourth annual meeting 
Cleveland, Ohio, November 23-25. The meet- 
ing will focused upon the problems and 
issues facing social studies teachers upon the 
return era peace. widely diversified 
program, with outstanding speakers plan- 
ned. Further details may obtained 
writing Merrill Hartshorn, executive 
secretary, National Council for the Social 
Studies, 1201 Sixteenth Wash- 
ington 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
WORKERS WITH BLIND PLANNED 
FOR 1944-45 


The Pennsylvania Institution for the In- 
struction the Blind has just issued folder 
describing professional education opportuni- 
ties for home teachers and social workers with 
the blind planned the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind co-operation with the 
Overbrook School and other co-operating 
agencies, including the Department Oph- 
thalmology, University Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital; the Pennsylvania School Social 
Work; and the Department Social Econ- 
omy, Byrn Mawr College. The program 
planned divided into three curricula. 

Curriculum leads Certificate from 
Overbrook, and the Class Home Teach- 
ers’ Certificate the American Association 
Workers for the Blind, and provides basic 
training for home teachers the adult blind. 
planned cover two years study 
Overbrook, but mature students who, the 
time admission, have had supervised field 
work experience and are proficient braille, 
typewriting, and crafts may complete the re- 
quirements one year. This curriculum 
open visually handicapped students who 
have junior standing accredited college 
university, its equivalent. 

Curriculum leads Certificate from 
Overbrook, and the Class Home Teach- 
ers’ Certificate the American Association 
Workers for the Blind, and provides full 
professional education for home teachers. This 
course requires two years complete. The 
first year, taken Overbrook, includes the 
content Curriculum which, however, may 
modified meet the needs the in- 
student. The second year may 
taken any approved graduate school 
social work. This curriculum open 
visually handicapped students 
graduated from accredited college uni- 
versity; and properly qualified students may 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


matriculate for the degree Master 
Science the School Education the 
University Pennsylvania. 

Curriculum provides opportunity for 
specialized preparation for students grad- 
uate schools social work who expect 
choose work with the blind their field 
employment. The Bryn Mawr Graduate De- 
partment Social Economy, Bryn Mawr 
College, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, and the 
Pennsylvania School Social Work, 2410 
Pine Street, Philadelphia have expressed 
their willingness co-operate planning 
such special training for those individuals 
among their students may desire this type 
preparation. This curriculum open 
students who are regularly enrolled 
graduate school social work, including both 
students with normal vision and those with 
visual handicaps. Anyone wishing follow 
Curriculum should write directly the in- 
stitutions named above for information re- 
garding admission requirements, courses, and 
field work. 

The school year began September 15, and 
will end the latter part June. 

The lecturers and staff for the various 
courses will be: Dr. Amey Watson, 
ordinator, Curricula for Home Teachers and 
Workers with the Adult Blind, Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Instruction the Blind; 
Dr. Wilfred Fry, Professor Ophthal- 
mology, Graduate School Medicine, Uni- 
versity Pennsylvania; Mrs. Winifred 
Hathaway, Associate Director, National So- 
ciety for the Prevention Blindness; Dr. 
Berthold Lowenfeld, Director Educational 
Research, American Foundation 
Blind; Miss Evelyn McKay, Social Re- 
search Secretary, American Foundation for 
the Blind; Miss Edith Newlin, Psychologist, 
Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind; Miss Mabel Lee Price, Medical- 
Social Case Worker, Department Oph- 
thalmology, University Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


Braille Institute America (Los Angeles)—The 
Braille Institute celebrated its 25th birthday anni- 
versary September 30, with three-day Open 
House Reception (September 28, 29, and 30) the 
Institute’s headquarters, 741 North Vermont Avenue. 
The festivities concluded with banquet the 
Banquet Hall The Los Angeles Breakfast Club. 


Brooklyn Bureau Charities—In accordance with 
its plans expand its rehabilitative service for the 
blind, the Brooklyn Bureau Charities has recently 
added two new workers the staff its Depart- 
ment for the Blind and Crippled. Linn Curtis, 
formerly associated with the Vocational Advisory 
Service New York, has been appointed assistant 
the director; and Miss Elizabeth Maloney, for- 
merly assistant field director the American Red 
Cross Fort Hamilton, Y., now medical-social 
worker the department staff. The Brooklyn 
Bureau’s rehabilitation service being expanded 
meet government calls voluntary agencies for 
assistance retraining physically handicapped vet- 
erans, civilian war workers, and merchant seamen. 
This agency’s program centered work- 
testing. Before deciding develop this phase 
service, canvass all public and private agencies 
for the handicapped Greater New York was 
made sure that was not duplicating efforts. 
Brooklyn industrial concerns and labor groups are 


co-operating with the Bu- 


reau the work-testing service. 


Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind—Through the 
help given him the Dallas Lighthouse 
viding readers Spanish, Dr. Wilbur Chappel 
has been enabled secure his Master Arts degree 
Spanish Southern Methodist University. 


lowa School for the Bessie Dixon, 
Des Moines, has been appointed junior matron 
the Iowa School. 


lowa State Commission for the Blind—The lowa 


Commission for the Blind has added two new 
members its They are: Miss Mary Vuper, 
Des Moines, who becomes the first home teacher 
appointed the Commission’s staff; and Robert 
Moore, who employed placement agent, filling 
the vacancy caused August McCollom’s 
departure join the Veterans Administration staff. 


The Minneapolis Society for the Blind—The 
Activity Program the Minneapolis Society for 
the Blind was inaugurated September with 
the men’s gym and swimming class the Y.M.C.A. 
This class will continue each Monday, and there 
will women’s gym and swimming class con- 
ducted the Y.W.C.A. Tuesday evenings. 
Braille classes will held Wednesdays and 
Thursdays the Society’s club room. The Current 
Events sessions will start October and will 
continue the third Friday each month. Bowl- 
ing for both men and women will enjoyed 
Saturday mornings from Mickey 
Dobbin, who was for some time: 
the Retail Sales Department the 
Society, now business for himself, operating the 
Novelty and Gift Shop, Minneapolis. The facilities 
the Minnesota State Sunshine Home were not 
available this year, but the Community Fund was 
able arrange for the use the Lutheran Welfare 
Society camp, near Amery, Wisconsin, where dur- 
ing the period from August 14-21 twenty-five visually 
handicapped women were treated 
free charge. The same number visually handi- 
capped men were entertained the camp from 
August August 28. 


The New York Association for the Blind—Early 
July 121 hand-carved canes, gift from Arthur 
Young and other residents distant Pitcairn Island 
the Pacific, arrived the New York Association 
after nearly three years circuitous travel the 
high seas. First shipped out tramp steamer 
bound for New Zealand, the canes finally arrived 
New York via ship sailing from Glasgow, 
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Scotland. the head each cane carved 
“Pitcairn Island,” and some cases the cane also 
bears the name the individual donor. 


New York State School for the Blind—Thirty 
students the New York State School found em- 
ployment the western section the state during 
the summer. All but two were successful their 
work, and. some earned high $60 week. 
reporting this activity Eber Palmer, superintend- 
ent the School says: “The most interesting 
project was Medina, New York the Heinz 
Canning Company. The personnel director em- 
ployed five our girls for the summer against the 
desire the plant manager and the plant fore- 
man. They are production bonus system 
factory and the two operators were afraid that 
employment the girls would slow down produc- 
tion. After summer’s experience they have com- 
pletely changed their attitude and are now 
enthusiastic about the work the girls, much 
that they gave each foreman the factory 
hour for observation the girls work. the 
first time that any the Heinz factories throughout 
the United States have employed visually handi- 
capped people, far know. The factory 
Medina has made report the home office 
Pittsburgh every two weeks concerning the work 
the girls and understanding that they 
plan give the information concerning the work 
these girls all their factories throughout the 
United States with the recommendation that they 
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AMERICAN FouNDATION FOR THE INc. 
nonprofit corporation) 

West Street, New York 11, 


corporation incorporated under the laws the State Delaware 


for the general purposes and uses said corporation. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


consider the employment some visually 
capped people. Incidentally, the same crew 
have been asked return next summer.” 


Texas: State Commission for the. 
Alsup, executive secretary-director the Texag 
State Commission for the Blind reports several new 
appointments: Mrs. Charles Weber has 
made eye medical-social worker; Thomas Stone, 
former outstanding employee North 
Aviation, Inc., will act placement agent 
Dallas, Fort Worth area; Truett Childre, 
the State School for the Blind and the University 
Texas, and formerly home teacher with the 
Commission, has been made rehabilitation 
and Miss Maidee Schow, Austin, who has 
serving the Commission another capacity for thé 
past two years, has been appointed the position 
supervisor industries. Alexander Weiss, 
San Antonio, placement agent, now 
ington, where receiving additional training. 


Workshop for the Visually Handicapped 
Paul, Minn.)—This workshop, which under thé 
direction the St. Paul Goodwill Industries, and 
sponsored the Community Chest, has greatly 
expanded its program within the past few 
has increased its pay roll four-fold, even though 
the best qualified workers were selected inte 
war jobs. The shop now employs nineteen 
Roy Stelzig, former supervisor the NYA 
Paul, has been appointed manager the 
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THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR 
THE BLINDP 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
national agency, the purpose which 
promote increasingly and uncompro- 
misingly the interests the blind through- 
out the United States close co-operation 
with all local organizations. 

ACTIVITIES 
Legislation 


The Foundation keeps constantly in- 
formed regarding federal and state legisla- 
tive developments affecting the welfare 
the blind. 

Among the Federal Acts concerning 
which the Foundation gave consultation 
service are: the law providing annual ap- 
propriations for literature for the adult blind 
the act permitting the railroads carry 
blind person and his guide for one fare; the 
law providing that the Federal government 
shall purchase certain commodities from the 
workshops for the blind Title the Social 
Security Act providing financial assistance 
for the needy blind; and the amendment 
the tax law permitting blind person take 
$500 deduction. 


National Industries for the Blind 


The Foundation has increased em- 
the blind well their earn- 
ings finding large markets for their 
products and through the creation its 
affiliated National Industries for the Blind, 
nonprofit organization which acts 
liaison capacity between Federal and other 
purchasing agents and the various work- 
shops for the blind. 

State and Local Field Service 


The Foundation has helped establish 
State departments for the blind twenty- 
one states, and assists every way possible 
improve the efficiency local organiza- 
tions for the blind. 

Discount Service 


The Foundation conducts discount serv- 
ice which blind people receive price re- 
duction watches, radios, and tickets per- 
mitting blind person and his guide travel 
for one fare the railroads and bus lines. 
Reference Library 


The Foundation conducts one the most 
complete and best organized reference li- 
braries work for the blind (in English 
and foreign languages) the world. 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


Information Service 


The Foundation conducts information 
service regarding all matters relating the 
blind, particularly with reference voca- 
tions, education, special legislation, statis- 
tics, and special apparatus. 


Appliances 


The Foundation has developed and con- 
structed, addition others, appliances 
for improved printing machinery which 
greatly simplified the publication books 
for the blind economical methods, and 
braille typewriter superior any machine 
the kind hitherto available. 


The Talking Book 


The Foundation has developed the Talk- 
ing Book—a long-playing phonograph disc 
—which manufactures its own labor- 
atory and sells cost, well the reading 
machines, variety models, play 
these books. The Talking Book considered 


one the greatest boons the blind ever 
bestowed them. 


International Braille Clearing House 


The Foundation conducts international 
clearing-house enable publishers liter- 


ature for the blind avoid duplication 
titles. 


Publications 


The Foundation publishes three maga- 
zines—the Outlook for the Blind and The 
Teachers Forum, Talking Book Topics, and 
the Braille Book Review, and many books 
workers for the blind. 


Scholarships 


The Foundation awards scholarships 
blind students enable them obtain 
professional and vocational training fitting 
them earn livelihood. 


The Foundation’s support derived 
largely from individuals all parts the 
country, who, through annual contributions 
and through bequests, stretch out helping 
hand their blind fellow-countrymen. 


Invest Pleasure 


reading which the greatest pleasure life. You may find 
yourself lonely, deserted the world; books you will find com- 
panions: noble and handsome and honorable men, beautiful and de- 
sirable and desiring women. You may have insomnia, and find your- 
self unable sleep; there are books containing printed words the 
reading which guaranteed put you sleep. You may want 
know how win friends and influence people, you may want 
know how build yacht, you may want know how keep 
your account books, you may want know how cultivate your 
you may long for the sight foreign shores, the smells 

oreign peoples; there are books whisk you miles away; books the 
reading which will fill your eyes with the sight foreign shores, 
fill your nostrils with the smells foreign peoples. 

“Reading will educate you. Reading will entertain you. Reading 
will broaden your mind, reading will save you from boredom. There 
other pleasure life which full immediate satis- 
faction, devoid later regret. Yes, there other pleasure 
life which can always looked upon, retrospect, with equal 
Readers Club. 

you want up-to-date your reading, watch these two 
magazines: 


Review, braille monthly magazine which announces 
all new books braille and Talking Book form, sent without 
charge blind readers. Mimeogra edition may con- 
sulted schools for the blind, braille classes public schools, 
and libraries for the blind. 


Boox inkprint quarterly—March, June, Sep- 
tember, and December—announcing new books recorded; 
sent without charge blind readers; recorded edition, $1.00 
year. 


Both the above magazines are published 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


West Sixteenth Street 
New York 11, New York 
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